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S
hock and Awe. 

That’s what I have in mind when 
I send out Cherryland’s tree trim-
ming and clearing advisory that 

announces: “Extensive Tree-Clearing Project 
In Your Area.”

Besides my job as your co-op’s safety direc-
tor, I proudly wear the hat of right-of-way 
supervisor. If you have not already, you will 
eventually receive the advisory noted above 
that invites you to call me with any questions 
about the safety and reliability of overhead 
power lines that are in the area of tree and 
brush growth on your property. 

Cherryland Electric Cooperative invests 
hundreds of thousands of dollars annually 
in right-of-way (ROW) maintenance to 
help keep vegetation problems from caus-
ing outages. It is with safety first, customer 
service and reliability in mind that I want to 
work with you when managing vegetation 
on your circuits.

Vegetation problems can be anything from 
dead trees outside of the right-of way that are 
about to fall, to branches actually touching 
the lines and burning. Vines growing up into 
transformers can cause power failures as well 
as dangerous “arcing.” When branches rub 
the wires coming into the house, it can cause 
“blinks,” those annoyances when you come 
home and have to re-set clocks and VCR’s. 
Like you, we don’t want this to happen.

Fifty-one circuits from Manistee to North-
port and Empire to Kalkaska that cover nearly 
1,800 miles of overhead lines must be kept 
safe and reliable. Cherryland maintains the 
tree clearance and vegetation management, 
or re-growth in the right-of-way, by coming 
through and re-clearing, or cutting and trim-
ming, on roughly a five-year rotation. We 
then attempt to come through those same 
circuits two to three years after cutting, and 
spray any regrowth in the right-of-way with 
an environmentally safe herbicide.

Here are some common questions we get:
What is the right-of-way (ROW)? If you 

stand directly under the middle of one of our 
overhead primary lines, the ROW extends 15 

feet in either direction, perpendicular to the 
overhead line for a total of  30 feet.

What about the line coming to my 
house? This is referred to as your “service.” 
Cherryland does not have a ROW along the 
service, but does attempt to keep any vegeta-
tion from meeting that line with as minimal 
trimming as possible.

Will you remove a tree/shrub in my 
yard? We will always come and evaluate 
every situation and make that call on a case-
by-case basis. Some things that are considered 
will be location, safety, age and condition 
of the tree.

Will you let me know when the trim-
mers will be on my property? Absolutely, 
but we need you to read our advisory and 
call us so we can put you on the contact list. 

Also, whenever possible, the contractor crew 
will do a “door knock” before beginning work 
on your property.

Of course, there are many other questions 
that come up and that’s the reason for the 
tree trimming and clearing advisory. All of 
our contact information is in the advisory 
letter, which we send out a few weeks prior 
to the actual trimming. 

If you have any questions about the process, 
please call my direct line at Cherryland, 231-
486-9224. Our goal is to keep the electric 
lines on your property safe and 
reliable.

Tim Keenan is Cherryland’s 
safety supervisor.

Tree Trimming Keeps  
Your Power Lines Clear

You Can Serve On Cherryland’s Board
Any qualified Cherryland Electric Coop-
erative member can be elected to serve on 
the cooperative’s board of directors.

To be nominated in 2010, candidates 
can file a petition 
with the coopera-
tive’s administra-
tive assistant start-
ing on the first day of March, and ending at 
4 p.m. on the last business day of March.

Nominating petitions shall be signed by 
at least 25 active members of the coopera-
tive, in good standing, and all signatures 
must be obtained within 60 days prior to 
the date the petition is filed.

Nominating petitions shall be in the 
form prescribed by the board and are 
available at Cherryland’s headquarters 
in Grawn. The nominating petitions 
must specify the geographic service 
area for which the candidate is being 
nominated.

The term of office is three years. Three 
directors will be elected at this year’s annual 
meeting, which will be held Wednesday, 

June 16, at Wuerfel Park. This year’s 
directors will represent Benzie-Manistee-
Wexford plus two at-large positions.

Nominees must meet the director quali-
fications set forth 
in the bylaws 
under Section 2 
of Article III.

Any member interested in becoming 
a candidate is invited to visit the coop-
erative’s office and learn about the duties 
performed by directors.

In the event no qualified candidate is 
nominated to fill the vacancy of a direc-
tor whose term has expired, the newly 
elected board will appoint sufficient 
directors to fill the vacancies. The elec-
tion will be by majority vote of the board 
and must be done within 60 days of its 
first meeting.

Directors elected in this manner will 
serve until the next annual meeting, 
when members will be given an oppor-
tunity to fill the balance of the regular 
three-year term.

The term of office is three years. 
Three directors will be elected at 
this year’s annual meeting.
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r a m b l i n g s 
M i k e  B u d a

Mike Buda is the 
founding editor of 
Country Lines and 
continues to work on the 
magazine, as well as other 
activities of the Michigan 
Electric Cooperative 
Association. He lives in 
Mason with Barbara. 
Their boys, Dan and Jon, 
have flown the coop.

Email Mike at mbuda@countrylines.com

M
y son Jon took the train up from 
Chicago a few weekends ago. 
We ate out, cooked together, 
saw the movie Crazy Heart, 

watched the Olympics and a Spartan basket-
ball game on TV, and capped the weekend 
with a terrific concert by Wilco. We try to 
pack things in because the weekends we spend 
together, whether we go to Chicago or he 
comes to Mason, are precious to us. 

We’re glad Jon’s close and we can see 
him once in awhile. It’s tougher to get to 
Austin, TX, for short visits to see Dan, so 
those longer visits take on the trappings of 
a vacation.

We’re not unlike other parents whose 
children have left the state in the midst of 
the worst economy for young people that 
any of us remember. If Michigan’s econ-
omy were in better shape, it’s possible our 
kids wouldn’t be leaving to find the work 
they want. But our parents went through 
the same thing. There weren’t many oppor-
tunities in the western U.P. in the 1960s. 
When the mines closed, the jobs disap-
peared, so most of our classmates scattered 
across the country. That’s happening now 
all over the state and we’re poorer for it. It’s 
nice to travel to visit our kids, but it’s not 
an ideal arrangement. 

So, like most parents, we compensate by 
staying in touch by phone, email and even 
texting. It’s the way of the modern family.

Now the question is whether we should 
use any of the new social networking tools, 
like Facebook and Twitter, or Skype for 
video chatting.

Twitter allows people who need a con-
stant communications fix to stay con-
nected to just about anyone who is also 
connected toTwitter. Your message can be 
seen by a few people or thousands, even 
millions. In just three years, Twitter has 
almost 400 million users.

So, what you do is sign up for a Twitter 
account and find people who you want to 
stay connected to, like your kids, doctor, 

bowling team, best friends, people who 
like the same rock band, or the President. 
Then you wait for all those important 
messages to start rolling in, like “I just 
saw a great movie,” or “the dog wants to 
go outside,” or “I bought a green bowling 
ball,” or “the Senate’s got to pass health 
care.” Anything you can say in 140 char-
acters. And everyone you Tweet can Tweet 
you back. Then you can direct your Tweets 
to Facebook or any of several other sites 
that will collect those Tweets for you. See 
how easy it is?

Those of you who grew up with per-
sonal handwritten letters and a phone 
tethered by wire to a wall outlet are prob-
ably shaking your head. This is mostly an 
age thing.

Like other parents our age, Barb and I 
live in the middle, between the stone age 
and the space age. 

Our older relatives don’t email or tweet 
or Facebook or text. So we talk on the 
phone. (Barbara also likes to write notes, 
cards and even full-blown letters. Me, not 
so much. Frankly, my handwriting has 
gotten so bad I can’t decipher it myself. I 
should sign up for a remedial handwriting 
class. Remember the Palmer Method? But, 
probably because of computers and tex-
ting, kids are having trouble with cursive 
writing, too. I hear teachers are now print-
ing notes to students because they can’t 
read a cursive message.)

Phones still work great. You can dial a 
number and talk. A five-minute conversa-
tion can cover a lot of ground. 

Remember when a long-distance phone 
call was a major event, simply because it 
was so infrequent? College students, mem-
bers of the military and long-moved fam-
ily would call every few months and talk 
long enough to let the folks at home know 
they were alive. Back then, a long distance 
call meant someone might be in trouble. 
The recipient’s first comment might be, 
“What’s wrong?” Now if loved ones don’t 

regularly call or send a message of some 
kind—like daily—we think they’re in 
trouble. 

Computers, cell phones and smart 
phones have given us multiple ways to 
stay in touch. I am grateful for all this new 
technology. But you can have too much of 
a good thing.

 I recall a meeting last year where a 
woman, hyped on social media, kept 
three panels open on her laptop, one each 
for email, Twitter and Facebook discus-
sions—and she also could talk on her cell 
phone—while she was following an in-
person presentation. 

Now we are being told that Country 
Lines magazine should have a Facebook 
page, so we can encourage friends of the 
magazine to engage with us online. Is this 
a good idea? Other magazines have a page. 
I’ve seen their fan count—as high as a few 
hundred—compared to a circulation of 
several hundred thousand. 

But, maybe we’ll try it anyway. It’s 
another way to stay in touch with all those 
folks who have reluctantly left the state in 
search of work. If you’d like to become a 
fan, just search for Michigan Country Lines 
in Facebook. 

That Twitter thing will have to wait. We 
need to hear our kids’ voices.

Are You Tweeting Yet?





The opportunity  
    of a lifetime. . . to make new friends 

and win a free trip to 
Washington, D.C.!

By attending Co-op Teen Days in April—a 
three-day event sponsored by your electric 
co-op—with students from across the 
state, you’ll learn about electrical safety, 
energy efficiency, and some valuable career 
information. You may then be chosen to 
represent your co-op at the Rural Electric 
Youth Tour to Washington, D.C., in June, and 
along with 1,200 students from across the 
U.S., you’ll go on tours, see the sites, and 
even visit U.S. legislators and their staff 
members on Capitol Hill. 

If you’re a 10th or 11th grade high school 
student who will be 16 or 17 by June 2010, 
and your family receives their electric ser-
vice from Cherryland Electric, you are eli-
gible to apply. For an application or more 
information, call or write: Amanda Olds, 
P.O. Box 298, Grawn, MI 49637; 231-486-
9254; or email aolds@cecelec.com.

Learn more about Michigan Electric 
Cooperative Teen Days and Youth Tour at 
countrylines.com, and click on “Youth.” 
Also visit youthtour.coop to see more 
videos and photos.

Don’t miss out!

Teen Days: April 28-30
Youth Tour: June 12-17




