





Tree Trimming Keeps

Your Power Lines Clear

hock and Awe.
That’s what I have in mind when
I send out Cherryland’s tree trim-
ming and clearing advisory that
announces: “Extensive Tree-Clearing Project
In Your Area.”

Besides my job as your co-op’s safety direc-
tor, I proudly wear the hat of right-of-way
supervisor. If you have not already, you will
eventually receive the advisory noted above
that invites you to call me with any questions
about the safety and reliability of overhead
power lines that are in the area of tree and
brush growth on your property.

Cherryland Electric Cooperative invests
hundreds of thousands of dollars annually
in right-of-way (ROW) maintenance to
help keep vegetation problems from caus-
ing outages. It is with safety first, customer
service and reliability in mind that I want to
work with you when managing vegetation
on your circuits.

Vegetation problems can be anything from
dead trees outside of the right-of way thatare
about to fall, to branches actually touching
the lines and burning. Vines growing up into
transformers can cause power failures as well
as dangerous “arcing.” When branches rub
the wires coming into the house, it can cause
“blinks,” those annoyances when you come
home and have to re-set clocks and VCR’s.
Like you, we don’t want this to happen.

Fifty-one circuits from Manistee to North-
portand Empire to Kalkaska that cover nearly
1,800 miles of overhead lines must be kept
safe and reliable. Cherryland maintains the
tree clearance and vegetation management,
or re-growth in the right-of-way, by coming
through and re-clearing, or cutting and trim-
ming, on roughly a five-year rotation. We
then attempt to come through those same
circuits two to three years after cutting, and
spray any regrowth in the right-of-way with
an environmentally safe herbicide.

Here are some common questions we get:

Whatis the right-of-way (ROW)? If you
stand directly under the middle of one of our
overhead primary lines, the ROW extends 15

feet in either direction, perpendicular to the
overhead line for a total of 30 feet.

What about the line coming to my
house? This is referred to as your “service.”
Cherryland does not have a ROW along the
service, but does attempt to keep any vegeta-
tion from meeting that line with as minimal
trimming as possible.

Will you remove a tree/shrub in my
yard? We will always come and evaluate
every situation and make that call on a case-
by-case basis. Some things that are considered
will be location, safety, age and condition
of the tree.

Will you let me know when the trim-
mers will be on my property? Absolutely,
but we need you to read our advisory and
call us so we can put you on the contact list.

Also, whenever possible, the contractor crew
will do a “door knock” before beginning work
on your property.

Of course, there are many other questions
that come up and that’s the reason for the
tree trimming and clearing advisory. All of
our contact information is in the advisory
letter, which we send out a few weeks prior
to the actual rimming,

Ifyou have any questions about the process,
please call my direct line at Cherryland, 231-
486-9224. Our goal is to keep the electric
lines on your property safe and
reliable.

|,
Tim Keenan is Cherryland s
safety supervisor.

You Can Serve On Cherryland’s Board

Any qualified Cherryland Electric Coop-
erative member can be elected to serve on
the cooperative’s board of directors.

To be nominated in 2010, candidates
can file a petition
with the coopera-
tive’s administra-
tive assistant start-
ing on the first day of March, and ending at
4 p.m. on the last business day of March.

Nominating petitions shall be signed by
at least 25 active members of the coopera-
tive, in good standing, and all signatures
must be obtained within 60 days prior to
the date the petition is filed.

Nominating petitions shall be in the
form prescribed by the board and are
available at Cherryland’s headquarters
in Grawn. The nominating petitions
must specify the geographic service
area for which the candidate is being
nominated.

The term of office is three years. Three
directors will be elected at this year’s annual
meeting, which will be held Wednesday,

-,": The term of office is three years.
& Three directors will be elected at
this year’s annual meeting.

June 16, at Wuerfel Park. This year’s
directors will represent Benzie-Manistee-
Wexford plus two at-large positions.

Nominees must meet the director quali-
fications set forth
in the bylaws
under Section 2
of Article III.

Any member interested in becoming
a candidate is invited to visit the coop-
erative’s office and learn about the duties
performed by directors.

In the event no qualified candidate is
nominated to fill the vacancy of a direc-
tor whose term has expired, the newly
elected board will appoint sufficient
directors to fill the vacancies. The elec-
tion will be by majority vote of the board
and must be done within 60 days of its
first meeting.

Directors elected in this manner will
serve until the next annual meeting,
when members will be given an oppor-
tunity to fill the balance of the regular
three-year term.

March 2010

countrylines.com
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RAMBLINGS

Mike Buda

Are You Tweeting Yet?

y son Jon took the train up from

Chicago a few weekends ago.

We ate out, cooked together,

saw the movie Crazy Heart,
watched the Olympics and a Spartan basket-
ball game on TV, and capped the weekend
with a terrific concert by Wilco. We try to
pack things in because the weekends we spend
together, whether we go to Chicago or he
comes to Mason, are precious to us.

We're glad Jon’s close and we can see
him once in awhile. It’s tougher to get to
Austin, TX, for short visits to see Dan, so
those longer visits take on the trappings of
a vacation.

We're not unlike other parents whose
children have left the state in the midst of
the worst economy for young people that
any of us remember. If Michigan’s econ-
omy wete in better shape, it’s possible our
kids wouldn't be leaving to find the work
they want. But our parents went through
the same thing. There weren't many oppor-
tunities in the western U.P. in the 1960s.
When the mines closed, the jobs disap-
peared, so most of our classmates scattered
across the country. That’s happening now
all over the state and we're poorer for it. Its
nice to travel to visit our kids, but it’s not
an ideal arrangement.

So, like most parents, we compensate by
staying in touch by phone, email and even
texting. It’s the way of the modern family.

Now the question is whether we should
use any of the new social networking tools,
like Facebook and Twitter, or Skype for
video chatting.

Twitter allows people who need a con-
stant communications fix to stay con-
nected to just about anyone who is also
connected toTwitter. Your message can be
seen by a few people or thousands, even
millions. In just three years, Twitter has
almost 400 million users.

So, what you do is sign up for a Twitter
account and find people who you want to
stay connected to, like your kids, doctor,

bowling team, best friends, people who
like the same rock band, or the President.
Then you wait for all those important
messages to start rolling in, like “T just
saw a great movie,” or “the dog wants to
go outside,” or “I bought a green bowling
ball,” or “the Senate’s got to pass health
care.” Anything you can say in 140 char-
acters. And everyone you Tweet can Tweet
you back. Then you can direct your Tweets
to Facebook or any of several other sites
that will collect those Tweets for you. See
how easy it is?

Those of you who grew up with pet-
sonal handwritten letters and a phone
tethered by wire to a wall outlet are prob-
ably shaking your head. This is mostly an
age thing,

Like other parents our age, Barb and I
live in the middle, between the stone age
and the space age.

Our older relatives don’t email or tweet
or Facebook or text. So we talk on the
phone. (Barbara also likes to write notes,
cards and even full-blown letters. Me, not
so much. Frankly, my handwriting has
gotten so bad I can’t decipher it myself. I
should sign up for a remedial handwriting
class. Remember the Palmer Method? But,
probably because of computers and tex-
ting, kids are having trouble with cursive
writing, too. I hear teachers are now print-
ing notes to students because they can’t
read a cursive message.)

Phones still work great. You can dial a
number and talk. A five-minute conversa-
tion can cover a lot of ground.

Remember when a long-distance phone
call was a major event, simply because it
was so infrequent? College students, mem-
bers of the military and long-moved fam-
ily would call every few months and talk
long enough to let the folks at home know
they were alive. Back then, a long distance
call meant someone might be in trouble.
The recipients first comment might be,
“What's wrong?” Now if loved ones don’t

regularly call or send a message of some
kind—Ilike daily—we think they’re in
trouble.

Computers, cell phones and smart
phones have given us multiple ways to
stay in touch. I am grateful for all this new
technology. But you can have too much of
a good thing.

I recall a meeting last year where a
woman, hyped on social media, kept
three panels open on her laptop, one each
for email, Twitter and Facebook discus-
sions—and she also could talk on her cell
phone—while she was following an in-
person presentation.

Now we are being told that Country
Lines magazine should have a Facebook
page, so we can encourage friends of the
magazine to engage with us online. Is this
a good idea? Other magazines have a page.
P've seen their fan count—as high as a few
hundred—compared to a circulation of
several hundred thousand.

But, maybe we'll try it anyway. I¢’s
another way to stay in touch with all those
folks who have reluctantly left the state in
search of work. If youd like to become a
fan, just search for Michigan Country Lines
in Facebook.

That Twitter thing will have to wait. We
need to hear our kids’ voices.

Mike Buda is the
Jfounding editor of
Country Lines and
continues to work on the
magazine, as well as other
activities of the Michigan
Electric Cooperative
Association. He lives in
Mason with Barbara.
Their boys, Dan and Jon,
have flown the coop.

Email Mike ar mbuda@countrylines.com
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Flatten your stomach
without gut-wrenching
exercises,

Clogged arteries could
virtually disappear when
you add this to your life
once a day.

seription drugs.

What you should never
eat when taking pre-

(By Frank K. Wood)

If vou want to learn how to use gentle
folk remedies to unleash your body’s heal-
ing power instead of resorting to dangerous
preseription drugs or risky surgery, vou
need The Folk Remedy Encyelopedia: Olive
O, Vinegar, Honey and 101 Other Home
Remedies, an informative new book just
released to the public by FC&A Medical
Publishing® in Peachtree City, Georgia.

You'll be amazed by how many inexpen-
sive, easy, natural cures you can find all
around vou — in your pantry, garden,
garage, and grocery store.

The authors provide many health tips
with full explanations.

P A natural way 1o rejuvenale your veins an
arteries that will have yvou feeling brand new,

P That “spare tire” is doing more than just
slowing you down ... it raiscs your risk of
many life-threatening illnesses! Burn it off
without gut-wrenching sit-ups or grueling
[iness regimens,

P One super vilamin protects your vision,
fights infections, keeps skin, bones, and
cells healthy, plus fights heant disease, can-
cer, memory Ioss, anthntis, liver disease,
Parkinson’s, and complications of diabetes,
Are you gelting 10057

= Miracle healing seed lowers blood pressure,
reduces risk of stroke, plus fights arthritis,
heart disease, type 2 diabeles, stomach dis-
orders, and even mental problems!

P Prevent high blood pressure, colon cancer,
senifity, and fragile bones. All with one
yes, one — inexpensive daily supplement
that keeps you healthy and strong.

P Nature™s wonder food for your body — once
priised by Gandhi. Fights heart discase, high
blood pressure, stroke, arthntis, type 2 dia-
betes, and even protects against breast, colon,
and prostate cancer!

P Clogged arteries virually disappear when

you add this to your life every day,

® Here's the secret to naturally block ow
calories from foods. Just add this when you
eat — and watch the weight melt away,

P 11 prodects your heat, lowers your cholesteral,
fights cancer, and much mare! Researchers take
a good look at this “miracle™ mineral,

P Kills cancer cells dead in their tracks!
Duke University study proves this tiny seed
packs a powerlul punch!

P Just 2 glasses a day of (you won't believe
this — but it's true!} lowers your choles-
teral — and prevents hean attacks too!

» Trick your body into losing weight! Melis
off fal safely, naturally, and best yel, easily.

P Give your brin the nutrients it needs for a
better memory. Don't let your brain deterio-
rate when you can so easily power it up.

P Discover an antioxidant that's so powerful
for your eyes that it fights might blindness,
cloudy corneas, and can even successtully
treat an eye disorder that leads to blindness!

» What you should never eat when taking this
prescription drug, This is critical news you
wion L hear from vour doctor or pharmacist!

P You can improve your eyesight withou
glasses, without contact lenses, surgery, dugs,
or medicine of any kind.

P Tomato juice for high cholesterol? Yes,
tomato juice can keep your cholesterol from
oxidizing and attaching o your artery walls,
A new study shows how much you need to
drink each day.

» Rebuild your joints and relieve arthritis pain,
MNatural ways o help your body repar itsell.
P Unclog yvour areries with purple grape
juice! Studics show that purple grapes can

reduce blood clotting by 91%.

P The amazing healing power of honey. It's
nob just @ sweetener anyvmore, Lse it to cure
theese 4 common problems.

» Frustrated becouse you can’t lose weight?
Forget dieting! Just “fluff™ up your foods

instead and watch the pounds drop off, Penn-
sylvania State University study.

» Flex your mental muscle and send Alzheim-
er's packing. Simple mental activities that build
your brainpower and ward off the ravages of
Alzheimer's.

B Open up blood vessels namowed dise 1o hean
discase. Relax with this beverage and decrease
vour chances of suffering a debilitating stroke.

» Nature’s insulin controls blood sugar and
type 2 diabetes. What is it? Cinnamon! Ii
helps your il cells recogniee and respond
1o insulin better.

» High blood pressure? You know you have
to limit alcohol and salt, but did you also
know certain oranges can cause your blood
pressure medication 1o build 1o toxic levels?
Read about some other hidden dangers and
some unusuil methods of defense,

» Keep your arteries clean with this simple
hean!

E Learn about all these natural healing folk
Premedies and more. To order a copy, just
i return this coupon with vour pame and
Euddre“ and a check for $9.99 plus S3.00
!} shipping and handling 10:  FO&A, Dept.
i PF-3305, 103 Clover Green, Peachiree
i City, GA 30269, We will send you a copy of
| The Folk Remedy Encyelapedia: five Oil,
i Vinegar, Honey and 1,001 (ther Hone
| Remedies.

You get a no-time-limil gouaraniee of sat-
isfaction or your money back.

You must cut out and return this cou-
i pon with your order. Copies will not be
i accepted!
| IMPORTANT — FREE GIFT OFFER
i EXPIRES APRIL 26, 2010

All orders mailed by April 26, 2000 will ¢

| receive a free gift, Eat to Beat the 27 Top
E Health  Problems, guaranteed. Order
fright away! CFCEA 2010




The Opportuﬁy
of 4 Citotite

€. .. to make new friends
and win a free trip to

Washington, D.C.!

By attending Co-op Teen Days in April—a
three-day event sponsored by your electric
co-op—with students from across the
state, you'll learn about electrical safety,
energy efficiency, and some valuable career
information. You may then be chosen to
represent your co-op at the Rural Electric
Youth Tour to Washington, D.C.,in June, and
along with 1,200 students from across the
U.S., you'll go on tours, see the sites, and

even visit U.S. legislators and their staff
members on Capitol Hill.

If you're a 10th or 11th grade high school
student who will be 16 or 17 by June 2010,
and your family receives their electric ser-
vice from Cherryland Electric, you are eli-
gible to apply.For an application or more
information, call or write: Amanda Olds,
P.O. Box 298, Grawn, Ml 49637; 231-486-

9254; or email aolds@cecelec.com.

Learn more about Michigan Electric
Cooperative Teen Days and Youth Tour at
countrylines.com,and click on“Youth.”

Also visit youthtour.coop to see more
videos and photos.

Don't miss out!

Teen Days: April 28-30
Youth Tour: June 12-17





